Cades Cove Primitive Baptist Church
Transcription
We must first get a little bit of the history before we even talk of this particular building.
In the early years, we mentioned John Oliver coming in in 1818. The Tiptons followed in 1819, as did a handful of others. And these folks who were living in Cades Cove, they would meet at the various homes, and they would have a Bible study. Someone who could read and read well, they would kind of lead this service.
John Oliver was very instrumental, as was another man by the name of Peter Cable.
After about five or six years of working in the homes of people, they said, “We need to belong to a church. We need to affiliate with the church.”
So sure enough, in 1826, they sent a letter to what was called Blair's Cove. Today, it's East Miller's Cove and West Miller's Cove because we have a road going right through Miller's Cove. And that was an established community about 20 miles from Cades Cove.
That was in 1826. No answer was received from the Baptist Church from Miller's Cove. So come 1827, they sent a letter again over into what was known as Wears Valley or Wears Cove, to a Baptist church there. They responded, “Yes, you can become a part of the Wears Cove church.”
So the first few years of the Baptist church that we're talking about, which is what it was, because it was a Baptist church, not the Primitive as of yet, but the Wears Cove Baptist Church in Cades Cove. That was the title of the church.
So a number of years went by calling it Wears Cove Baptist Church in Cades Cove, and that you can see on the church minutes.
Well, by 1831, a man by the name of Tipton, one of the Tipton families, he donated an acre and a half of land where the church now sits and the cemetery. And so that's where they built their first log cabin church.
Again, it's not the building that we have today. It was the log church. There is some speculation as to maybe there were two log churches. When the first one was little, they had to build a bigger one because more people moved into Cades Cove.
By 1850, there were 700 people living in Cades Cove. Many were Baptist, and they came to that little church, that log church.
It wasn't until 1887, when they had the sawmills brought into Cades Cove, which were called portable sawmills because they could transport those and they were steam-driven. That's when they erected this particular church in 1887.
There was a strong windstorm that came up, toppled many of the trees, particularly the pine trees, and that was an easy wood for them to saw.
This building, the interior is made out of pine or fir trees. The exterior was poplar, and that they shaped to be uniform boards.
On the inside of the church, the pine is just planks that were uniformly laid in a pattern. But if you look at them, one might be five inches. So you could feel those walls and feel the different boards. Some might be five inches, some might be seven inches, three inches, because they utilized everything. They didn't throw away anything.
When I say uniform, it means square, but it was not like the exterior where every board is the same size.
They did have the bell in the church. That's very important to the community and very important for many things, not just a call to worship.
Also, this church is set up on the stones, very large rocks, and that kind of served as a foundation.
But it's also, I mentioned this has always been a progressive community, and sure enough, come about the early 1920s, maybe late 1920s, they started jacking the churches up and putting cinder blocks underneath them.
When the park took over the churches throughout, especially the Primitive Baptist, which is a good example, the park decided, “We're going to show the visitor to the park what this church looked like when it was made in 1887.”
So they jacked that church back up, took the cinder blocks out, found some similar rocks, and that became then the look that we have today on the rocks.
Occasionally, the park has to come back in and redo some of these rocks as they settle into the ground to keep that floor very, very flat.
But back to the outside of the church. If you can look on the left side, there's a column indicating when the church was built, and it said it was founded in 1827. But it doesn't say this building was built in 1887. It says founded. That again goes back to when they got their charter as a Baptist church.
On the left side, it's honoring John Oliver. On the right side is a man named Peter Cable, who is another prominent citizen.
This church became the most prominent church, was the largest church. Some of the community leaders attended this church, so a lot of decisions were made as a congregation that affected the entire Cove.
Sometimes there were 250 people in the Cove. Other years, it had grown. Their census tells us that there were up to 700 people. So this was a large...
The John Oliver cabin that we had mentioned before, it's maybe one of the oldest cabins. Some of the other cabins are not as old as that. They were built in the 1880s, 1860s, and so forth.
But this is a wonderful, wonderful place.
And this church also, there was a split. And I don't want to go into too much about this split, but it had to do with the situation where, what is the purpose of our church? Are we to become missionaries? Are we to support mission work? Or are we just to exhibit a Christian life?
So there was a split, and that split came in 1839. So think of that date. That's when this Baptist church became a Primitive Baptist church.
Missionary Baptists then, who believed in missions and supporting them, they would actually use this same church but at different hours because they all believed in the same God and in Jesus dying and going to heaven. So they used the same church.
They were also a community that was open to even the Mormons coming in. Now, the Mormons that came in, they were allowed to live, and they could too worship at a different hour or a different time in that particular church.
So it was very open.
Now, it cannot be said what was the feeling of the people here in the mountains towards those of the Catholic faith. That's another thing for study to go into.
But they were open and allowed the Mormons. They would not have allowed a man to have more than one wife. That was not recognized, however.
